
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



260 

is called Mac hua Cormac, being descended from an ancestor of that 
name, who is said to have been a king of Leinster. 

In the appendix to this life, Colgan enumerates more than sixty- 
persons of this name who were eminent for sanctity, among whom ap- 
pears Cormac huaLethain, the Abbot of Durmagh; and friend of St. Co- 
lumkille, who met with a tragical fate in that territory which is now 
the southern part of Kildare. 

It has been suggested that Killeen Cormac may be no other than the 
Kil-Fine, or Ecclesia Fine of the various Lives of St. Patrick, and the 
third church the foundation of which is referred to Palladius. A great 
many indirect arguments may be adduced to sustain this opinion. As the 
writer has made these churches a special study, and alighted on some 
interesting relics in the localities in which they are said to have been 
founded, he hopes to be able at a future period to mature his views on 
this subject, and to gather new facts, and evidence to sustain them, which 
will be found satisfactory and intelligible ; and he trusts that stronger 
evidence and future investigations will make it possible, to connect 
these very remarkable and unique monument? with the names of Palla- 
dius and Dubhtach mac ua Lugair — a personage celebrated in con- 
nexion with our early ecclesiastical and national records, and in whose 
history and acts the recent publication of the " Senchus Mor" must 
awaken no inconsiderable interest. 

Mr. D. H. Kelly presented a MS. Collection of Extracts, made from 
Memoranda Bolls of the Exchequer, and other record authorities, by the 
late James F. Ferguson, Esq., accompanied by the following letter : — 

" Gentlemen, — The four volumes which I have now the honour to 
present to the Academy, were for sale at Kelly's, in Grafton-street, and 
on the point of being sold to Sir Thomas Phillips, and sent out of the 
country, when I fortunately became the possessor of them. On show- 
ing them to my learned and excellent friend, the Pev. "W. Peeves, D. D., 
Secretary to this Academy, I was by him confirmed in my opinion of 
their value as a national record ; and I was by him most generously 
presented with a considerable number of additional extracts, in Fergu- 
son's own handwriting, and, amongst them, with his original auto- 
graph ' Inventory of Hugh Eoe O'Neill's Effects,' which was pub- 
lished by him in the ' Topographer,' a copy of which is now extremely 
rare. Of these additional pages, which are placed in the end of vol. iii., 
a valuable synopsis has been made, followed by an index to their contents, 
both Nominum et Locorum, by our brother Academician, J. Huband 
Smith ; and vol. iv. contains a very complete Index Nominum et Lo- 
corum to the main body of the collection, by the same skilful hand. 

"lam indebted principally to my friend, Dr. Peeves, for the fol- 
lowing account of the gifted compiler of this, I believe, valuable col- 
lection : — 

" The late James F. Ferguson, of Bellfield House, Rathmines, 
was himself an Englishman, and in England became acquainted with 
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Mr. J. Lynch, when that gentleman was compiling his great work on 
' Feudal Dignities ;' at the instance of Mr. Lynch, Ferguson accompa- 
nied him to Ireland, where he was soon appointed, through his influ- 
ence, to the office of Deputy Keeper of the Bolls, in the Chief Remem- 
brancer's department. 

" In order to give him a legal statics, he was admitted an attor- 
ney, without service, apprenticeship or fee ; but he never practised as 
such, nor did he derive any emolument from the profession. He held 
this office in the Records for several years; during the early period of 
which he was much employed in making searches, and furnishing ma- 
terials and documents in cases of title, Quare impedit, &c. ; and his 
situation became, consequently, in some degree, remunerative. But 
when the new Landed Estates Court and its concomitant legislation 
came into operation, an end was at once put to the principal sources 
of his emolument, and during his later years his fees of office dwindled 
down to something miserably small. 

" He compiled Calendars to the Rolls in his custody ; and a sum 
of one or two hundred pounds was paid over to him, on the condition 
of his depositing those documents as official papers belonging to the 
office. His latter years were passed in much pecuniary distress ; and 
the heads of his department became desirous of removing him from'his 
office, and from his beloved records. And here a very curious con- 
test ensued; and, notwithstanding that his chief was extremely de- 
sirous of having him removed, he for upwards of three years continued 
to hold adverse possession ; and, though its emoluments were gone, he 
stubbornly refused to vacate the office. At length they succeeded in 
getting him out ; and penury, and ill health, and ill-remunerated lite- 
rary efforts soon terminated in death, and thus deprived Ireland of 
one whose talents, if rightly directly and appreciated, might have been 
of inestimable value in illustrating the history of the land of his 
adoption. 

" He was a most accurate and accomplished scholar in his parti- 
cular line ; and he furnished to the Ulster and Kilkenny Archaeological 
volumes many valuable and interesting papers illustrative of the his- 
tory of Ireland. He also published in the ' Topographer' a paper 
on ' The Inventory of Hugh Roe O'Neill's Effects;' which, by the ge- 
nerosity of the Rev. ~W. Reeves, D. D., is now inserted in these vo- 
lumes in the handwriting of Ferguson himself. This document is most 
curious, interesting, and valuable, and may be taken as a sample of his' 
proficiency in record lore. 

".He wrote a beautiful hand, was thoroughly the gentleman, 
uniformly kind and courteous to the visitants of his office, modest and 
unpresuming to a fault, and always willing to communicate information 
from the rich store of his well-cultivated mind. He was unquestion- 
ably the best record scholar of his day in Ireland ; but, when separated 
from his much-loved parchments, he very soon pined away, and died in 
the forty-ninth year of his age, on the 26th of November, 1855, and 
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was buried in Mount Jerome Cemetery, Harold's Cross, on the 29th of 
the same month. He also published a small volume, entitled, ' Remarks 
on the Limitation of Actions Bill, intended for Ireland ; together with 
Short Extracts from Ancient Records relating to Advowsons of Churches 
in Ireland.' This volume is now exceedingly rare ; and I am indebted 
for its possession to my friend, the Rev. R. Gibbings, D. D., Professor 
of Ecclesiastical History in Trinity College, with whose acquiescence 
I have great pleasure in presenting it to the Academy, along with the 
Records themselves, to which it appears in some sort to be properly 
an appendage. And I am sure that I could not deposit such records in 
any more appropriate place than the Library of this Academy, where 
there is always such ready access to its treasures for the real student, 
and where information is always so freely and so courteously given. 
" I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, 
" Your obedient humble Servant, 

" D. H. Kelly." 

The Secretary made the following presentations : — 

1. On the part of P. O'Callaghan, LL. D., of Leamington, a collec- 
tion of Autographs of great interest. 

2. On the part of the Authors, " Memorials of the Manor of Adare," 
by Caroline Countess of Dunraven, and the Earl of Dunraven. 

3. On the part of the Brehon Law Commissioners, Vol. I. of the 
Ancient Laws of Ireland. 

4. On the part of the Radeliffe Trustees, the '' Observations for 
1862" (Vol. XXIL). 

5. On the part of Richard M'Gowan, Esq., of Sandymount, Mo- 
sheim's Treatise, " De Auctoritate Concilii Dordraceni paci sacrse 
noxia." 

Thanks were voted to the several donors. 



MONDAY, JUNE 12, 1865. 
The Veet Rev. Charles Graves, D. D., President, in the Chair. 

The President read a letter, announcing the death of Dr. C. J. 
Thomsen, Director of the Museum of Antiquities of Copenhagen ; 
whereupon it was — 

Resolved, — That the Royal Irish Academy desires to express the 
deep regret with which it has heard the announcement of the death of 
M. Thomsen, the founder, organizer, and director of the National Mu- 
seum of Antiquities in Copenhagen ; and that the President he requested 
to communicate this Resolution to the colleagues of Dr. Thomsen and 
to his family. 



